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April 28, 1993

Office Of The Secretary
Federal Communication Commission

Washington, D.C. 20554

Comments on Docket 92-235, /Frequency Farming -

Mr Secretary:

I congratulate all the work that must have been put into trying
to improve the Part 90 any provide more use of the frequency
spectrum. However, with all the time and labor that went into the
writing of DOC 92-235, I feel there was very little concern for
the major 2-way communication equipment users throughout the
nation. Surely, concern for the impact of this proposal and its
short time span, to be in place, was not given any realistic

consideration.

The City of Houston Fire Department has just turned up our
simulcast transmitting system that cost three million (3 million)
plus dollars to install. The mobile and portable radios in this
system will not operate on 12.5 Khz bandwidth.

The Simulcast system was engineered for City wide Metropolitan
coverage. Now, with the reduction in power levels as suggested in
section 88.429 re-engineering would be a required and the
addition of new transmitter sites. In other words, within a three
(3) year period, we are agk to throw away all this equipment, for
a new system, without any equipment amortization period.

At present, to meet the FCC proposed target date for 12.5 kHz
bandwidth, it would cost the City of Houston, Fire Department,
approximately $4,467,088.00 to completely change out all
communication radios, and add additional transmitter sites, to
permit a communication system that would operate on 12.5 kHz
bandwidth. This does not take into account the cost for new test
equipmemt to maintain the equipment.
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